
9   The American Colony – When the facilities of the former Georg von 
Giesche’s Erben company were bought by the US-based Silesian – Ame-
rican Corporation, Giszowiec gained some new inhabitants, for whom 
this little administrative estate was delivered. The so-called American 
Colony boasts some impressive villas, reminiscent of the Anglo-Saxon 
architecture.

10   The Old Water Tower marks the highest point within the area. It is 
33 metres high and shaped like a cylinder tapering towards the top with 
an octagonal room (with a water tank) on put top of that. In the past, 
pipes went out from the tower to all corners of Giszowiec, with streets 
being dotted with decorated sweeps every 100 metres for inhabitant’s 
convenience.

11   Early 20th century villa at ul. Pszczyńska, originally Anton Uthe-
mann’s home (then President of the Georg von Giesche’s Erben compa-
ny). During the WWII, the house was fitted with a shelter system and 
was inhabited by 3rd Reich dignitaries, including Fritz Bracht (the Gau-
leiter and Oberpresident of Upper Silesia). Today, it is privately owned 
and houses a bank.

12   You can finish your Giszowiec tour at the Barbara – Janina Leisu-
re Centre, a venue hosting numerous celebrations and parties named 
after the nearby ponds. Those up for more might continue their walk 
following the pedestrian routes leading through the extensive forests 
up to the bathing resort Słupna, Hameria, Piotrowice and Straganiec.   

GISZOWIEC

Giszowiec was originally developed between 1906 and 1910 at the 
initiative of Anton Uthemann, the President of the Georg von Gie-
sche’s Erben concern as lodging was required for workers at the 
newly commissioned mine. Architects Emil and Georg Zillmann 
designed a unique residential estate drawing on the garden-ci-
ty idea that comprised 300 detached and semi-detached houses 
with extensive gardens as well as a school, an inn, baths, a laun-
dry and shops. Most of the original buildings were demolished in 
1960s and 1970s. What has left, though, has great appeal anyway, 
so come and joins us for a walk around Giszowiec!

1   Pod Lipami Square – The central square of Giszowiec, distric-
t’s unofficial market square, once hosting regular fairs. Formerly, 
the building situated along the eastern side of the square housed  
a bakery, the butcher’s and shops, including the greengrocer’s and  
a handicraft shop, offering their wares at very low prices due to con-
trol by the nearby mine. Nowadays, the Pod Lipami Square is a char-
ming spot surrounding a beech tree Anthon planted over 100 years 
ago, a natural monument that won the 2nd place in the national Tree 
of the Year competition.

2   Old Forest District Office – Located on the north side of the 
Pod Lipami Square, the building once functioned as an office of an 
official who was simultaneously a forest and district manager. The 
edifice has retained such distinctive features as a deer head with 
antlers and a clock tower. Nowadays, however, it functions as a kin-
dergarten.

3   Old School – A former primary school at the Pod Lipami Square 
dating back to 1908. Following the Second World War, the school 
was named after Maria Konopnicka, and then Frédéric Chopin. Ha-
ving been thoroughly renovated, the building now houses offices, 
with the school having been transferred to a new big building. 

4   The Szopienice – Giszowiec Municipal Cultural Centre –  
A building of the Municipal Cultural Centre is evocative of once archi-
tectural magnificence of Giszowiec. The most spectacular piece of ar-
chitecture in Giszowiec, this building had once housed Karczma Śląsk, 
a restaurant, two club halls, a ball room and a theatre room hosting 
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various festivities. A separate building located near the former Karcz-
ma, housed: horse stables, a pigsty, a poultry house, a shed for carts,  
a laundry and a room for pressing linen. The building underwent a tho-
rough renovation in 2006.

5   Izba Śląska (Gawlikówka) – A building modelled after traditio-
nal Silesian houses, with antique furniture and appliances, that had 
once functioned as a studio of Ewald Gawlik, an amateur painter 
working with the famous Grupa Janowska, known as a Van Gogh of 
Giszowiec. Today, the studio showcases an interesting collection of 
his paintings, many of them depicting once daily life of Giszowiec, 
which are available for viewing at working hours of the nearby cul-
tural centre. 

6   Park Giszowiecki – An old park boasting beautiful paintings of 
old trees, including beech, linden and chestnut trees that surrounds 
buildings of the cultural centre and the Dworek pod Lipami restau-
rant. Park facilities include a band shell and a petanque pitch. 

7   Hairdressing Salon at ul. Pod Kasztanami – The salon offers 
a big surprise – a gallery of Ewald Gawlik’s paintings put under the 
ceiling. The once owner of this place, Ludwik Lubowiecki was a huge 
lover of Gawlik’s oeuvre. 

8   The Stanisław Kostka Church – Built between 1946 and 1948, 
it is the first Church in Giszowiec. By that time, the inhabitants of 
Giszowiec belonged to the St. Anna’s Parish of Nikiszowiec. 
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LEGEND

Silesia City Center 
Katowice, Chorzowska 107
Mon through Fri   1000 - 1700

Sat  1000 - 1500

Reaching Giszowiec by bus:
From the railway station: 674    672        From the Silesia City Centre: 108

Branch of the History of Katowice Museum
Nikiszowiec, Rymarska 4, 
Phone: +48 32 255 14 80, E-mail: nikisz@katowice.eu
Tue through Fri   1000 - 1800

Sat, Sun   1100 - 1500

i Promotion Department of the Katowice City Hall
40-098 Katowice, Rynek 13
Phone: +48 32 259 38 08 fax: +48 32 705 49 20 

E-mail: it@katowice.eu  www.katowice.eu
Mon through Fri   900 - 1800

Sat  900-1600

Tourist Information Centre
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